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Panel votes to delay evaluation’s impact  
Activism by educators, administrators, school board members and more was critical in convincing a legislative 
committee to collaborate on changes to the controversial state teacher evaluation program. 

Thanks in large part to the thousands of e-mails, phone calls and personal contacts that you have made with 
lawmakers, the House Education Committee on Wednesday approved a bill to delay the implementation of 
punitive elements of the teacher evaluation plan for another year. 

Unlike last year, when Gov. Bobby Jindal steamrolled his plan through the legislature, lawmakers actually 
talked to teachers, school boards and administrators and compromised on HB 160 by Rep. Gene Reynolds (D-
Minden). If the bill, which is part of LFT’s legislative agenda, makes it all the way through the process, it will 
mean that the results of the teacher evaluation plan cannot be used in disciplinary or termination proceedings for 
another year. 

Dozens of educators lined up to support the bill, telling personal stories about the problems they face with the 
untested, hastily drawn plan. 

Speakers were given a strictly limited amount of time, but LFT President Steve Monaghan used his well, telling 
the committee why sound educational practice requires this to be a trial year for the program. 

Among his arguments was the looming common core curriculum, which will radically change teachers’ subject 
matter in the next few years. 

For example, Monaghan said, when the transition is complete, what is now eighth grade math will be the same 
subject matter as Algebra I, a high school subject. 

For a current sixth grade student, the child’s math teachers must cover sixth, seventh and eighth grade math next 
year, because two years from now the child will be tested on Algebra I. Those scores will count against the 
teacher and the school. 

Enough is Enough: Rally at the capitol on April 30! 
Please join the Louisiana Federation of Teachers and a large coalition of organizations to rally at the state 
capitol on April 30 in opposition to the Jindal administration’s policies. 

The rally will begin at 11:00 AM on the capitol steps. Speakers from various groups will address the 
governor’s attacks on K-12 and higher education, health care, retirees and other issues. 

For more information please visit www.Louisianashadenough.org  
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As the hearing on HB 160 progressed, lawmakers huddled with Louisiana Federation of Teachers President 
Steve Monaghan and leaders of other groups, crafting a compromise that was able to win unanimous approval 
from the committee. 

As one legislator said, “We accomplished more in five minutes talking out in the hall than we did all of last 
year.” 

Reverse parent trigger bill advances 
A bill that would allow parents of failing Recovery District Schools to petition for return to the local school 
district won the approval of the House Education Committee. 

Under current law, schools that are rated as failures for several years can be taken over by the state Recovery 
School District. However, a number of schools that were seized by the state have continued to show no 
improvement, and many parents want a way to return control of the school by the local school system. 

HB 115 by Rep. Ted James (D-Baton Rouge) would allow parents of a majority of the school’s students to sign 
petitions returning their school to local control if that school has been graded “D” or “F” for three consecutive 
years under management of the RSD. 

The bill, which is part of LFT’s legislative agenda, will move to the House floor for a vote. 

Restriction on kindergarten vouchers rejected 
A bill that would have put limits on kindergartners who could apply for vouchers was rejected by the House 
Education Committee. 

Rep. Rodgers Pope (R-Denham Springs) had proposed HB 230 to close a loophole in Act 2 that allows 
kindergarten students to attend voucher schools even if there is a high-achieving public school available to 
them. The bill is included in LFT’s legislative agenda. 

In order to be eligible for vouchers, most students must attend schools rated C, D or F and meet financial 
requirements. But the loophole allows kindergarten students to enter private or religious schools with vouchers 
even if their local school is rated A or B. 

BESE President Chas Roemer and Superintendent of Education John White testified against the bill, saying that 
they support private and religious school vouchers for all children. 

Rep. Pope’s bill failed, with six committee members voting in favor and 11 voting against it. 

The status of Gov. Jindal’s voucher program is up in the air while the State Supreme Court decides whether or 
not to uphold a lower court ruling that funding vouchers through public education’s Minimum Foundation 
Program is unconstitutional. 

False affidavit bill proceeds 
A bill allowing courts to question the truthfulness of certain statements by administration officials was approved 
by the House Civil Law committee. Had this law been in effect a year ago, it might have altered the outcome of 
court proceedings against Gov. Jindal’s voucher scheme. 

Last summer, a judge said that he could not temporarily suspend the payment of vouchers with MFP funds 
because Superintendent of Education John white and Commissioner of Administration Paul Rainwater signed 
affidavits saying that the injunction would cause a state budget deficit. 

The statements were false, but the law did not allow the truth of those affidavits to be questioned in court. HB 
523 by Rep. Randal Gaines (D-LaPlace) requires government agencies to prove that such statements are true, 
and allows the statements to be challenged in court. The bill is included in the LFT legislative agenda. 
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Panel okays legislative oversight of school scores 
A bill that reins in BESE’s authority to alter school performance scores in ways that are detrimental to public 
schools was approved by a divided House Education Committee. 

The law is needed because of new rules that require all high school students to take the college-prep ACT test, 
and then make the results part of the school’s performance score. The bill prohibits BESE from making any 
changes in the school grading policy without the approval of the House and Senate Education Committees. 

The bill, which is included in the LFT legislative agenda, was approved on a nine-to-six vote and sent to the 
House floor. 

“Cash balance plan” opposed by committee 
A controversial change to state retirement systems ran into a snag this week when the House Retirement 
Committee approved House Concurrent Resolution 2 by Rep. Joe Harrison (R-Napoleonville). 

The resolution would delay for one year the implementation of the 401(k)-type retirement plan approved for 
most state employees last year. 

That legislation, the only one of Gov. Jindal’s retirement bills to be enacted last year, is now the subject of a 
constitutional challenge. Opponents believe it required a two-thirds majority vote in order to become law; the 
bill only got a simple majority in the House of Representatives. 

LFT supports the resolution. If it passes, it cannot be vetoed by Governor Jindal. 

Senate committee rejects retirement bill 
A bill that would have altered the final average compensation formula for current and future state retirees was 
rejected by the Senate Retirement Committee. 

SB 7 by Sen. Barrow Peacock (R-Bossier City) would have increased the final average compensation 
computation for all employees from 36 months to 60 months, which would result in a lower retirement benefit. 

District spinoff bill advances 
A bill that opponents say would make it easier for parts of school systems to secede from their districts was 
approved by the House Education Committee. 

HB 206 by Rep. Gene Reynolds (D-Minden) is a proposed constitutional amendment that changes the way 
elections are held when school district splits are on the ballot. 

Under current law, voters must approve such breakaways statewide. HB 206 proposes that only local voters 
should decide if the school system can be divided. 

Opponents, including the LFT, say that school district splits are a statewide issue because they can affect the 
state school funding formula, resulting in lower funds for all school systems. 

Sponsors defer bills that would re-enact Act 1 
Three pieces of legislation that would re-enact sections of Gov. Jindal’s education agenda from the 2012 
legislative session were pulled from the House Education Committee calendar by their authors this week. 

HB 596 by Rep. Steve Carter (R-Baton Rouge) would recreate the section of Act 1 that gutted school board 
authority in employment decisions; HB 478 by Rep. Simone Champagne (R-Erath) would recreate the section 
of Act 1 that prohibits making seniority a key factor to consider in reductions in force; and HB 644 by Rep. 
Lenar Whitney (R-Houma) would recreate the Act 1 provision that prohibits teachers who are rated 
“ineffective” even once from receiving pay raises. 



The bills were introduced because Act 1 has been declared unconstitutional by a district court, and is awaiting a 
hearing by the State Supreme Court. Sponsors say they want to have the bills in place in case the high court 
vacates the existing law. 

LFT opposes all three bills. 

LFT-supported bills move ahead 
Two bills supported by LFT have made it all the way through the House of Representatives and cleared their 
first hurdle in the Senate. 

Bills approved by the Senate Education Committee included: 

HB 635 by Rep. Patrick Williams (D-Shreveport) requires schools to provide “an appropriate, private room, 
other than a restroom, that may be used by an employee to express breast milk.” 

The bill also says that schools must give teachers a reasonable amount of time to express breast milk for up to a 
year after the birth of the child 

HB 540 by Rep. Sam Jones (D-Franklin) continues a program that pays a stipend to teachers, counselors and 
school psychologists who earn national certification. It voids a sunset clause in existing law that would stop 
educators from receiving the $5,000 stipend after July1 of this year 

Red River United plans prayer vigil for education 
The faith and education communities in Shreveport-Bossier will unite on May 2 when Red River United, an 
affiliate of the LFT, holds a prayer vigil for public education on May 2. 

The event will be held from 6:00 PM until 7:00 PM at Riverview Hall, 60 Clyde Fant Parkway, in Shreveport. 

As part of the National Day of Prayer, the vigil will bring awareness of the plight of public education in Caddo 
and Bossier Parishes. From local millage elections, to legislative attacks, to equitable treatment in schools, the 
vigil will stress a communal obligation to ensure that all children have access to a free- fair and quality public 
education. 

AFT president to address common core concerns 
On Tuesday, AFT president Randi Weingarten will deliver a major speech in New York City on the Common 
Core State Standards. 

In her speech, sponsored by the Association for a Better New York, Weingarten will discuss why the Common 
Core standards are vital and why prematurely testing students using the new standards is a mistake being made 
in New York and elsewhere. 

She will make specific recommendations to ensure that the standards lead to success for students, teachers and 
schools. In conjunction with the speech, the AFT is preparing a variety of actions to help spread Weingarten's 
important message to members and the broader education community. 

In the week ahead… 
At some point during the week, it is expected that SB 100 by Sen. Bodi White (R-Central) will be heard on the 
Senate floor. The bill is part of a constitutional amendment package aimed at creating a breakaway school 
district in Southeast Baton Rouge. LFT opposes the bill. 

Monday, April 29 
The Senate Education Committee will reconsider SB 7 by Sen. Barrow Peacock (R-Bossier City) even though it 
was rejected this week. It will be re-introduced to the committee, amended to only include firefighters in a new 
retirement computation. LFT opposes the bill. 

Tuesday, April 30 



The House Education Committee will consider: 

HB 95 by Rep. Herbert Dixon (D-Alexandria) guarantees equal access to schools, including charter schools, for 
students. LFT supports the bill. 

HB 343 by Rep. John Bel Edwards (D-Amite) prohibits administering the ACT to students who are not 
pursuing a high school diploma unless the student’s IEP calls for it or he parents request it. The bill is part of 
LFT’s legislative agenda. 

HB 467 by Rep. John Bel Edwards (D-Amite) requires charter schools to employ teachers who meet all of the 
eligibility requirements of teachers in traditional public schools. The bill is part of LFT’s legislative agenda. 

HB 541 by Rep. Scott Simon (R-Abita Springs) would inform parents if a teacher is rated ineffective. LFT 
opposes the bill. 

Wednesday, May 1 
The House Education Committee will consider: 

HB 666 by Rep. Kevin Pearson (R-Slidell) would require certain funds from the Minimum Foundation Program 
to be used to pay for the unfunded accrued liability of the Teachers Retirement System of Louisiana. LFT 
supports the bill. 

HB 646 by Rep. Patricia Smith (D-Baton Rouge) strengthens and further defines existing law regarding 
bullying in school. LFT supports the bill. 

HB 242 by Rep. Steve Carter (R-Baton Rouge) would allow the state superintendent of education to adjust the 
voucher scheme’s accountability system without approval of the legislature. LFT opposes the bill. 

HB 643 by Rep. Greg Miller (R-Norco) would adjust MFP payments to charter schools and other institutions 
approved in Act 2 of 2012 to ensure that they do not receive money intended for retirement benefits that the 
school does not provide for employees. LFT supports the bill. 


